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Fiat are we 10 think of the Love 
of Socrates and Alcibiades ; 
whether was if criminal, or 
innocent ? 

Aijw. We woud very un- 
willingly injure the fame or fo great a man, tince we 
eftcem it a greater crime in fome tence to milreprefent 
the Dead, who cant {peak fur themfelves, then the 1tv- 
ing, who are abie to make their own defence: We 
muft acknowledge many of the ancients have cleard 
him, and among the moderns, on the tumming up 
the whole Evidence pre and cin, the learned Mr. E.- 
wards feems inclind to the fame favourable opipion. 
Thothis, he acknowledges, againft the Teftimony of 
many very grave authors, Plutarch, Minutius Falix, 
Tertullian, and gthers: As for Plutarch, we think he’s 
miftaken, for he {eems rather to clear him in his Al- 
sibiades, where he fays ag dg that “* tho others 
“ made their Court to him tor his extraordinary Besu- 
“ ry that affeciion which Soergtes bore him was only 
“ for the Bedwy of his foul, and the efe& of his n- 
“ su2 and good Dipofition, and that tearing lealt his 
“ Flateerers might corrupt him, he interpys d to pic 
“ ferve him from Rue. And yet more poltively a 
“ Jictle lower ! Alcibiades, fays he, oblerv’d that hn 
“ Difcouries aim’d not at any effeminate plealurcs,nor 
“ fought any thing eréminal, or difoneff, but rather 
“ jaid open to him the /mperfedioas of his own mind, 
“ his Pride and Vanity, &c. And his Dilcourtes on 
“ this head, had, it {eems, fuch power over hint, a> 
“ fmetimes to draw even Tears from his byes, to 
“ that, (as .Cleanshes fays, in the fame Author) he 
“ always gave Socrates his Ears, tho the rett to his 
“ Rivals. Indeed their Frjendthip began when he 
was very young, but it may feem to have been founded 
on principles of Gratitude and Virtues, for in a cer- 
tain Skirmifh the Athenians had with fome of their 
neighbours, in the firft Campaign that Alcibiades ever 
made, he having there receiv'd a wound, Socrates 
threw himfelt ee him, cover’d him with his fhield, 
and fav’d his Lite ; nor was that brave man long 10 
his Debt, doing as much for him at Delium, and 
making good his Retreat when the Abbeniuns were 
routed. 

Yet after all, we can’t deny but that the dsfence 
which Maximus Tyrius makes for himon this head, had 
been better let alone, for he fcems to confefs over 
‘much, and in many places the objeétion appears fo 
much  ftronger then the anfwer, that we fhou'd have 
been more ready to have beliew’d him innocent, had 
not this Philofopber taken fo much pains to have 
prov'd him fo. He has writ no lefs then 4 Diflerta- 
tions on. this {ubjeét, which he feems to. have fo great 
a fondnefs for, that it argues him a therough -Plaro- 
nift : The fum of what he fays, in tbeir long Haran- 
guing-way, isno more then this ; “ That “twas a vir- 
“ tuous Love, nota criminal dejire, tex¢, not t@i- 
“ Suuit, which his Client manifefted towards Alcibi. 
“© ades, and other young perfons, admiring the Beau- 
“ ty of the Creator, fome fparks of the infinite Good- 
“ hefs, and Fairnefs which appear’d in them. An 
excufe which we are afraid will fcarce pafs currant 
with an ill natur’d world, any more then another 
which the fame Philofopher inakes for him in fome of 
the fame Diflertations ; ‘ that he was not the firft who 
“ prattis’d thele things, having learnt it from : 
and avery excellent Tutorefs,if the fame, as we fup- 
pole the was, with Pericles his miftrefs ;. But what 
he farther ewns concerning Soctates, makes metters 
look yet much worle, defeading him by the examples 
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of Sappha, Anacreon, and others of the fune reputati- 
of: But ‘tis ftitl lel. tolerable when he makes him 
inad with love of the generous trades, the hand- 
lom Lrizobulus, the mott witty Agathe, the divine Phe- 
us, the beautiful Charmides, and half the City 
together > hay, introduces him him@4f acknowledging 


© that his heart ufed to beat when he (ae Charmiis, 
Zled at the approach of 
- Certainly here feems to 
be all the marks, all the difturbances and emotions of 
a criminal Love. Belides, it met be sranted, as we 
remember, Plutarch fomewhere obferves ‘in his ‘DIC 
courle cf Love, that it looks defperately fufpitious 
that ‘twas fomething more then the ‘Beauty of the 
mind which thele {age Sophys's were fo fond’of. other- 
Wie they might as well have fought and found it in 
deform’d bodies as in ethers, if may be fometimes 
fooner and in greater perfedlion, for even Svcraies 
himfck! had, ic items, none of the moft promiting 
aipects, and yet is preducd by thoe who admire the 

ity, as tis faid he was by the Devil 
as Che great pattern of wifllom and 


Now if even his greateft Friends fay this and worfe 
ui hin, we coube the world will eatily believe what 
he's accus'd ot by kisEncmies; at leaft by thofe who 
were indiiterent, who hal no prejudice againgt him 
nor quarrel with him. le was not Jertudian, or Mina- 
tras WhO condemn’d him, bur Anytus and Medétus 
and yet the'Fachers, tho they knew his Teftimony 
was ferviccable to ’em againk the Heathen, do pof- 
tively charge him with'this worft of crimes. Jertuliian 
fays, “* Lego partem Jententhe artica, in Socratem. cor 
“ ruptorem adole/centie pronuntiziam., He (peaks ‘of it 
a3 a thing certain, notorious and recorded in Hiftory; 
nor Will this {fem at all ftranze to any who has but 
a true Jdea of the Heathen worl !, which was infinite. 
ly more corrupt (we think we are able to prove it) 
then the Chriftians, as bad as we are, very few of 
their beft men having been free from notorious vice 
and moft of ‘em having been cullry of that abomina- 
ble one which nature fo ‘muc) abhors: which was 
allowd, nay recommended it: moft of their Commen 
wealths, nay we'believe enjovi'd, by a pafitive: Law 
among the Elsaus, for no-IsS {2s imply’d in fome 
paflages of Maximus Tyr tus already mention’de a 
fearful inftance’ of the Divine Juftice and Vengeanee 
in fuffering men who liad once fortakén the true God. 
and rooted out the riotions of picry 


of prety towards him to 
run on to ‘fuch’ éxcefs of unnatural Villany 5 fer 
whom the fate of Sedem wou'd B= too mild, much 
more that juft punifhment Which the fo often menti« 
on’d Author felis ns, a gréat number of “em indiéted 
on themflves in a cercain City ‘in Italy; who being 
difappointed of their Brutal cetires, fell unanimoutly 
intoa jaftdefpair, and hang tt chem‘Uves. Mr 

Queft, "2. Wheiber bid’ the Heathens any notion of a 
fca?t ate,’ becaufe I find some afr, “aid otbers de 
Ry it 

Anjw, Dark notions generally they had, and fome 
weak glimmerings, but boch they and evea the ews 
themfelves, it anuit be confeB'd; were much to feck in 
thefe matters, before Life and Immortality were’ 


_ brought 20") Light by the Gafpel. ¢ This-in genetal 


may be gbfery’d of the wifeft men amonz rhe Hea- 
theris, that tho now and thea they exprel themfelyes 
“landlonty en y ahd’ fometimes plainly and pofi- 
tivel¥”in thef® matters,’ yer they were always ¢ither 
Stcptls “wt the bottom, Aad. doubted of all they!af- 
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fi-m dvor their Lnewledge was very limited, and “chev we 
ignorant Of much more then they knew, tho un. 
abiy asi 0p. 20ny 22a Whi , ot then INCUMILC iaviw 
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fraps of knowlerige, whe compared with divine Re- 
\clation, andthe clearer Light ot the Ciriftian Faith | 
Ami, thus, not to mention the bite C45, WHOS 
minds are fuficiently bs joWN in theie maiters spies 

goras amd Piato himiel’, appear to have belicwed Lice 
more of the tuture eftate of che Soul, then a perpetual 
Aicrempfychofis, at teaft a very long one: And [tate s 
gical yCar, wi ‘en ali th lies Mou d revolve, and be 
renewd, feems to have been nowing elie but fue 
Fewili tradition of the, aconainadis CF awwnwarae 


o : 2 a otamselas t . riv } } 
SaCcIS, at tic end of ix thou mMieds Vols, only bak d> 


tis ulually taken, excluiively of 
the ium is the fame, eimg made up 
it as others, 49. co, ‘tis but includeing the Saoo. 
year; or if vet hi her, and it becarry don, as ‘tis in 
fume con putations,to 3€cooe three hundred and fix- 
ty thowaud, ‘tis evaiently wrought up by the lume 
Way of Compuration. 
But to icave theie numeral niceties, and come to 
fcemething more folid, Secrates himielt, © his Scielat 
on't mieprefent him, in his difCourle concerning a 
future lie goes no turtherthen an, oy @\nu, Xe 
If thefe things be true: And ‘tis notorious that 7u/- 
Jy and Scneca an .moft or the pre at eft Heathen nanics 
advame no tarther: And accordingly all Caciius his 
t 


Laravgue in Ninuttus baltx, is ttle more then Sceptt- 
cijm, and Origen proves bis acveriary to have hardly 
been dUval 4 \ id } J as that pe h ! and ience- 
Jefy opinion. Bur we cant torbear giving the Reader 
one jatiage out of Aencpéons (Wwatid\: As Cis ques 


edin Mr. Edwards his difCourle on the vsex Philapky 
of the /reatvens, where this ful byeet is the beft manag d 
that we have any where feen it. We fhall tranicribe 
the moft part of it becaule it not only fhows us the 
doubttuinels of the wiic® Heathens in this cale, whe- 
ther Cyrus himielf, or Xenophon tor him, it matters not, 
but has aifo an ufeful pat lage, or two on other fubjegts, 


Tis as anes, ‘Ou yae J KHre, &c. “ You ought 


** not to think (fays Cyrus to his Friends) you know 


* certainly, th atl ial] be nothing after I ceale to live 
** here: tor the Soul while ‘tis in this mortal body, can 


6 farce laid to live, tho it gives lite co the body: 


* but then it properly lives when it leaves the body: 
then it ati: ; and 1 i» truly knowing and wife. The 
o a es dined puit{cments inpicded on Musderers by 
** Souls t! ruft out of their bodies [the Faét it {cems 
was not doubted ef, that there then were appariti- 
* ons of meee perions) and the honeurs and 
rewards of good and innocent minds, do prove 
“that Souls fill fubf fff. Nothing is more like 
* Death then fle Ps | but even in tleep the Soul diico- 
“vers its Divinity, and never more then at that 
* time, for it hath a piofpeét of things to come, be- 
ing then more tree then ever [therefore Xenopkon 
- hat more wit then to believe the Soul {lept when 
* the body di Be. If thefe things be fo, (he Rees on J 
reverence My Soul when I am dead, and obier 
“my command's ; But if they are not fo, yet reve- 
rece the Lit ortal Gods: And below, whether it 
fell be my Let to be with God, or to be reduc d to 
* roething. Much tothe fame purpofe with our own 
old Gentieman’s Rory of a dong leap in the dark, which 


. 


was ai) listruly vain Philolophy cond teach him. 


Gabertifcment. 


sr Next Week wil! be Publifhed—A Fu- 
nera! Oration upon the Death of the Queen 
of Great Britainybv the Learned Spanbemius. 
Done into Englifh from the Jatin: Original 
Printed in Holland, Printed for Jobn Dunton, 
atthe Raven in Jewen-fireet. 
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app-cared on that Subject but a imail Lay, co iavite 
fome others to g9 on with the work. The Reverend 
Mr. TURNER (whote late HISTORY OF ALL 
RELIGIONS hath met with good acceptation) having 
nade Colleétions proper fer tuch an GUncerraking, dur- 
jug the Cou /? of Fis Reaaing, and Miatiiry, tor near 
years, and finding, that it is not attempted by any 
other Hand, is relolved to xo on with tt . 
In order to the carrying on this “ bape Kk 

l. We have Coniuited en cdelignto peruls aq 
Auchors that we can meet with, cient, @? Mud: Sap o 
have writ on Chis Subjett (as 7h Ir ealiry of Antiont and 


** 7 . ’ oan , » " 
fiodern Times, Camera tus, Sear d, Ceark, Wariy, &co. aid 


others lateiy publiuht); aml make a Collegtion of the 
Chutes? paliages, in order cothe PARALLEL betwixe 
anuent and modern ialftances. 


ll. We our felves have already collected, aad re- 
ceived trom Credible Haads, many remarkable Pafjages 
which were never get printed; and deiign to colleét 
as Many more as we can, relating to this Prefent 
Age. 

“IL. We detire, for the /mprovemens of the Colleii- 
ons which we have already made, that {uch as have 
any by them, would fend to us their Oblervations—of 
Extrac vdinary Deltverances by Sea, or Land,—Farth- 
quakes, —unufual Thunder, &C,—Inundations —firange Ap- 
paritions, (but let thefe be well attefted) Witcher afts, 
Disbolical Pog: jhons,— Appearances in the Regions of the 
Air,—vemarkable Meteors, —exbaslations ifjuing out of 
she earth, oa Prodigtes of ary fo? 1,— Strange Beasts, Sheep, 

Horfe,—of any uninfual Quality, or mixe d Generation, w 
wond ri Bigne is, or any other Avimal attended with ing 
17m) ttl Circumjtances—You ave alio detired to fend us 
accounts of any firdnge devidents that have befallen men, er 
women,-—remarkable Dijcoveries of Nur ther,— any prodi- 
gious Birtbs, — Numerous Cfi-; prings, —_—— Perfons ¢} 
extraordinary ftatnre, remarkable either for Fxcels or De- 
tett,——of prodigious Memcrics,;——any thas bave 
firange Anvipatbi: $s to Meats, Drinks, Animals, parts of 
Animals,-—- of unjual Sle ep, or Worebings Nighs- 
Waliers (in their tleep, we mean), Pre indions thus beve 
ftrangely come to pajs,——- of men of exeream age,-—— of 
fudden Deatks (Extraor dinarily Circumftantiated),—-of 
any reputed dead that bawe firange! ly come to Life 4g 2in,—— 
auy thing remarkable that aticnds 4 Family, cr fingle per- 
fon in their Lives, or Deaths, as Lights, or Noifes, 
&c, Dwarfs, with their age, and place of abe: le ~——any 
Improvemcnt in any Of the Liberal, ci Mechanick Arts,-— 
any Valuable Manujcrepts,—— or what ¢})2 you have oe 
markable, of any kind, the publiji ia nherecf may be ei- 
ther 4 Service 10 the publick, a to partienlir persons 
which if fent to thé Undersal: rs fhall not failito be 
infested in its proper place.-——~--We have already 
received the promue of a Folto Mannjeript , weit- 
ten by the Famous Mr. SELDEN, (containing, the 
moh Memorable Things which have hapned ig this 
laft Age) and we afiure all: others, that will be {> 
kind as to impart. their Olfervations to us, that they 

ll be received with all Candor aod Gratisude im 
aginabie, 
RF Prepojals and Specimens (giving a fuller account of 
this work) are to be had of the Underteker, 4 
Duaton, at the Riven in Jewea-fircer, and of moft Gek 
seca in Londom and the ~oumirey. 
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